




















This year has been flying by and there is still a lot of work to be done.
First, | would like to thank all the participants that attended one of

our workshops held this fall. The evening events were something
new that we tried and have seemed to work. We have plenty of
more educational opportunities coming up. -

The 2023 SW PA Soil Health Conference will ' January 25,
2023, from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm at Saint Vincen The day will
consist of speakers discussing the benefits of pla g green, carbon
credits, and pesticide credits will be available. » ,'.!‘

The 2023 Washington County Crops Day meeting will be held
February 23, 2023, from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm at the Washington
County Fairgrounds. The day will consist of speakers discussing soil
health, crop management, and pesticide credits will be available.

This Summer we learned of a new cost share program called

Agricultural Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP). This program, 2
enacted as part of the Clean Streams Fund legislation, provides " . &
financial resources to farmers to install conservation practices. This
program will provide a funding allocation to the District which will
accept applications, tentatively starting January 2023, from farmers y
to install the best management practices listed in their conservation
plan or manure management plan. ‘}

Contact the conservation district for more information on both JJ
events and ACAP information. Stay tuned for more information on
upcoming events by checking out our website or subscribing to our
e-newsletter. As always, the conservation district is available to assist
with any questions relating to nutrient management regulations

and assistance in completing your manure management manual.

Feel free to contact us at any time. Thanks, and we hope to hear
from you!

~ Tom Ulrich





















JUST FOR KIDS

Where do the leaves go after
they fall from the trees?

Leaves that fall to the ground form a significant source of food for
the bacteria, fungi, and insects that live in and around the soil. As
the leaves begin to break down, they are consumed and
transformed into the major components of great soil! Leaf litter is *
important to leave in your yard and areas where it can break
down to create new healthy soil.

Detritivore - Litter eating invertebrate
small creature with no backbone)

In the Water:

In the water, when leaves fall into the stream, macroinvertebrates (small insects and
crustaceans) consume the leaves as their primary food source through the winter.

2ria and microscopic
isms also play a role in
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